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REPORT 

 
Submitted to: TACSO Turkey Resident Advisor  
 
Submitted by: Ankara Women’s Platform  
 
Activity and subject: 27 April 2012 Trial Watch of Organized Rape Crime in Fethiye  
 
Place and date of performed activity/training/event: 27 April 2012/ Fethiye Court  
 
Data on participants ( Total number of participants, Age and gender distribution, Working areas, 
Region/ province etc):   
 
The total number of participants for t he action is 250; activist  women came from 5 provinces- 
İstanbul, İzmir, Ankara, Muğla, Antalya, Adana. TACSO supported participation of 18 women from 
Ankara. 10 of these women are under the age of 30, 8 women are between the ages of 30-55. 
 
 
Objectives of performed activity/training/event: 
The aim of women’s platform watching the court case and provide providing volunteer advocate 
support is to create public influence for deterrent sentences to such crimes against women and 
thus enhance gender equality.  
 
The advocacy campaign will ensure that the victim obtains 
legal support, that the court issues a proportional sentence 
with the crime; and as well as raising awareness of public 
on the case so a women will be encouraged to advocate for 
struggling for ending violence against women and public 
will defend deterrent sentences for such crimes.  
 
This is the second phase of the TACSO’s support to this 
advocacy campaign to enable ensure the participation of 
Ankara Women’s Platform to participate the final trial 
session in Fethiye. 
 
 
 
Short description of agenda / flow of the performed activity: 
The description of the action is to travel to Fethiye with 18 women activists from Ankara Women’s 
Platform and meet with other women platforms  in the Fethiye Court, to watch the final trial 
session, record the minutes and launch organise the press meeting to share the position of 
womens’ platforms with public. The aim is to influence the pulbicpublic opinion to demand 
porportionalproportional sentences to crimes of violence against women in Turkey.  
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Evaluation of the activity (the results of the 
evaluation survey if distributed):  
The women activists gathered in front of the 
Court before the trial session and launched a 
manifest asking  the judges to issue a 
sentence which is poroportional to the crime 
commited, as the previous cases revealed 
that  the judges were in favor of  defendants 
and had a tendency to adress the crime act as 
a consensual interaction.  
 
 
After the final trial, the judges had dropped 

the charges and freed the defendants, agreeing the act was not rape but consensual interaction. 
The women activists together  had launched made a press  
statement in Central Fethiye requesting the public to condemn the court decision. Follow up 
actions were undertaken in İstanbul,Ankara and Mersin.  
The women activists aim to support the process to adress Superior Court and to reach to a  decision 
to overrule the local court’s sentence and launch the trial again to issue poroportional sentences to 
defendants for the crime.  
 
 

 
List of materials/ handouts delivered to 
participants: 
As the defendants included 2 children under the 
age  of 18, the women’s platforms have not 
disseminated any information on defendants to 
ensure personal privacy. The volunteer advocates 
of victim had all of the official documentation. The 
press bulletins were based on their information.  
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Recommendations for the future: 
The follow up action will be providing support to create public opinion to influence the Superior 
Court decision in favor of victim and to provide sentences proportional to the crime. Also, the 
advocacy campaign will continue to keep the issue in the agenda to show that it is not tolerated by  
the  
public that crimes of violence against women does not receive proportional sentences in court 
decisions.  
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